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Obi Wan Linda Dumont meets storm troopers from the Dark Force?? No, it's just 


opening night for Revenge of the Sith at West Edmonton Mall and Dumont's son 
Shaun Giroux came out in full costume to promote the movie. 4 


Good and Evil On the Streets 


While at times the dark forces seem to 
be taking over, there is still hope and we are 
still here to bring the news, both good and 
bad. As I look over this issue, we have clear- 
ly shown both sides of life on the street and 
life in poverty. The Strathcona Business 
Association and the Whyte Avenue commu- 
nity are working to find solutions for their 
homeless, while on the north side, Hope 
Mission continues to run on a day to day 
basis while waiting for government funding 
rather than leave people out in the cold. The 
Shepherd Inn, a ten-suite apartment on 107 
Ave. and 96th Street, was destroyed by fire, 
but. no lives were lost, and the painting of 
the good shepherd still adorns the front of 
the burnt out shell. While the apartment 
was labeled a "suspected crack house" in 
the mainstream media, the tenants and 
their neighbours did not hesitate to rescue 
one another from the burning building. 

Love still triumphs in spite of adversity. 
We find two young couples thankful that in 
Hope Mission they have a place where they 
can sleep head-to-head as couples. Behind 
bars, street pastor Pedro Schultz participat- 
ed in the first wedding of an inmate incar- 
cerated within the walls of the Edmonton 
Institution for Women. 

This month we mourn the loss of Brenda 


It Started With Residential School 


Brenda Redstar, who was featured in a 
story in Edmonton Street News last 
September, is dead. Her brother, Robert, 
called to ask if we had a picture of Brenda 
for her funeral card. I gave him the pictures 
we had, and the back issue with her story, 
but because she was wearing a hat in all of 
our photos, none was usable. He finally 
located one a cousin had taken when 
Brenda was in the hospital a few years ago. 

Robert said the immediate cause of 
death was pneumonia in her left lung, an 
autopsy, revealed extensive liver damage. 
The extenuating circumstances of death 
were her homeless and near homeless state, 
and addiction to alcohol. And beyond that, 
there loomed the underlying causes, being 





taken from her family and placed in 
Gordon's Indian Residential School, and los- 
ing her mother at an early age. Brenda was 
on the street from the age of 13, and alcohol 
made life bearable. For a time she was able 
to move into a one-bedroom apartment at 
Friendship Manor with her husband, Monty, 


Papers can be picked up at 
9312-109 Avenue. If you buy 40 
or more, they can be delivered. 
Phone first. ; 
428-0805 or 483-5954 
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Redstar who was featured in our September 
issue, and we are also impacted by another 
death, murder victim Ron Boucher. Shortly 
before Cardinal headed to Rosie's where he 
and another man allegedly stabbed Boucher 
to death, he stopped at the home of ESN 
vendor Glen Dumont, where he is alleged to 
have threatened one of Dumont's friends 
with a large knife. That stabbing also 
impacted ESN in that no one showed up for 
our business meeting at Rosie's two days 
after the murder. I wonder why? 

Also in the news, Assured Income For 


_ the Severely Handicapped (AISH) recipients 


can continue to ride the ETS buses and LRT 
with subsidized passes and look forward to 
other long overdue changes to AISH. 
Edmonton City Centre Church Corporation 
has a new director, Ted Whyte sounds off to 
Ralph and poets have their say. Also, read 
the want ads. 

By Linda Dumont 


WANTED - advertisers and writers for 
Edmonton Street News. Call 428-0805 to see 
what you can do to help us to continue to 
tell the stories and to write the news. 


After Monty's death, she was back to living 
on the street, sometimes alone; then, more 
recently with her friend Bobby. When 
Bobby finally found a room, he paid the 
landlord extra so Brenda could share it with 
him. 

Robert Redstar was upset with that 
landlord and blamed him for Brenda's ill- 
ness. He said the landlord kept kicking 
Brenda out. She was kicked out the week 
before her death, during that rainy spell 
when the weather was so cold that Queen 
Elizabeth wore a fur hat to visit the stadi- 
um. 
When Brenda got sick, she didn't goto 
the hospital. She died at home in the room 
she shared with Bobby. [ees 
By Linda Dumont 


More story, see page six 






Correction: in the May/June issue, the | 
photgraphs of the ESN fundraiser were 
taken by Jordan Paidel not by Lana Phill 
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Edmonton Street News Vendor Helps Rescue 
Tenants From Burning Apartment 


SHEPHERD ani 


Fire destroyed ah inner city apartment 


house Sunday June 6, but no one was 
injured due to the quick action of neighbours 
who entered the burning building to wake 
sleeping tenants, and tenants who helped one 
another out of the building. 

Dave F., who lives in the house across the 
street from the Shepherd Inn, saw the smoke 
from his window, and ran outside to tell 
Edmonton Street News vendor and distributor 
Glen Dumont and his friend, who were shar- 
ing a bottle in the yard. 

“Glen said, I know some people in there, 
let's go.' and they went running over there. I 
never saw Glen move so fast." Dave said. 

_ days later Glen was still feeling 
‘traumatized by the fire. He said, "Me and him 
went in - all the smoke and fire. We went to 
different rooms. I saw this guy passed out. I 
dragged him out. The other guy was dragging 
them out, too. There were four people who 
would have been killed if we weren't there. I 
just grabbed those guys off the bed and 
they would have been killed because they 
were sleeping. The fire happened so fast - 
smoke and everything. But, my friend is the 
real hero. He went in first. The firefighters 
came. It took them about ten minutes.” 

One of the tenants of the Shepherd Inn, 
Dave Lalonde, said he escaped through a win- 
dow because the door to his room was heated 
by flames. With the help of another man, he 
then pushed a fridge up to the building to 
help another man escape from the second 
floor. 

The fire started about 4 p.m. Sunday 
afternoon, and was quenched, but later that 
evening the tar from the roof rekindled so the 
firefighters returned to the scene. 

Sedrick Vassell, who owns the Shepherd 
Inn, has been providing housing in the inner 
city for the past six years. He said, "Everybody 
asks me about the insurance money. Nobody 
has asked about the 15 people who are home- 
less." 

The tenants were taken to the Travel 
Lodge Motel by the Red Cross. As of 
Thursday, June 16, some were still at the 
motel, some were at the YMCA and others 
were looking for housing. Vassell said he 
would be refunding their rent from June 6 to 
the end of the month. He plans on rebuilding 
the apartment on the site. 

Vassell was director of the Innercity 
Mission, which was demolished in 2003, and 
in working with the inner city homeless, he 
saw shelter as one of the biggest needs. He 
and his wife Suzanne got involved in housing, 
providing a total of 50 units, before Vassell 


sold some of his houses. A number of his ten- 
ants at the Shepherd Inn were "hard-to- 
house" people with addictions to alcohol and 
drugs, as well as many homeless friends, so 
“a suite rented to one person could end up 
housing a group of people. 

Vassell has been recognized for his work 
in the inner city with the Black History Award 
from the Black Coalition of Canada, the 








Queen Elizabeth Second Golden Jubilee 
Medallion for community service work and 
another award for his community work in 
housing. 

The Shepherd Inn stands boarded up, the 
roof partially gone, but above the front door 
the painting of the Good Shepherd by local 
artist Linda Dumont, is relatively intact. 

By Linda Dumont 


? - Community Service Classified: 
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An opportunity to increase your hand 
skills and earn some income. Need another 
interested person to learn building model 
historic boats and get furniture restoration 
experience. Pay will be a share of the sale of 
these products. Part or full time, possibly 
some work can be done at home. 

Inner city location. Call 465-5080, ask for 
Ken. 


Earn money. Sell Edmonton Street News. 
Call 428-0805. 


Services 


Layout and design Brochures, cards, 
posters, booklets. Call Edmonton Street 
News at 428-0805 or email 
theresa.mcbryan@gmail.com 


Belly dance lessons. Qualified instruc- 
tor. Call Shaun at 433-5843. 


Yoga classes Call Linda at 428-0805. 


Learn English as a second language. 
Tutoring. $10 per hour. Instructor has : 
CerTESL, TEFL and TESL training. Call 
Norma at 483-5954. AX 


tS 


integromedi@ 





1 800 698-4809 
anywhere in North America 
Integromedia 
Corporation 


"the 1-Stop Shopping for your Communication Needs!" 
www.integromedia.net 


Will tutor in Cree, English, Math, Native 
Studies, Social Studies and Jr/Sr High level 


upgrading. Bring your own materials. 


Phone (780) 423-7084 Ask for Ernie B in 
3B. 


Homeless? Need storage space? I can 
store your belongings at my place. Please 
call Pedro at 990-0475. 


Wanted 


Donations of TV sets, microwaves, fry 
pans and other small appliances, jeans, 
blankets and computers. Can be dropped off 
at the Lighthouse Mission on the corner of 
103A Avenue and 95 Street between 6 and 9 


p.m. nightly. 


The Mustard Seed is interested in pro- 
moting Aboriginal and inner city artists. Call 
Les at 426-5600 to have your art critiqued. 


Richard’s yardwork and odd jobs. 
Call Richard at 951-9117. 


A LIGHT IN THIS WORLD OF DARKNESS A HABOUR IN A SEA OF TURMOILE 


PHYSICAL SPIRITUAL 


TRAINING MENTAL 
COUNSELLING AID 


FRIENDSHIP 
Reverend Sedrick Vassell 
Edmonton, Alberta 


10339 - 95 Street, 
Phone/Fax (780) 426- 5817 - Cell (780) 995-5997 ¥ 
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Good cops, Bad cops 


to be too drunk. They wanted to 
fill the back of the van. It was full 
and really hot - that's why it's 
called the sweatbox,” said Diane. 
"There were no charges. They 
didn't want us to get their badge 
numbers.” 

Wood said their were three 
police officers in the van, and that 
they were laughing and having 
fun while the nine people were 
sweating it.eut,in the back. 

Wood and Robelliard said 
they were all driven around for at 
least two hours, maybe more, and 
they were so crowded that two of 
them had to sit on the floor and 
one of,the girls on “her boyfriend's 
lap. It was a very hot day, and the 
windows were all rolled up, and 
no air conditioning was turned 
on. The group was dropped off at 
127 Avenue and 80 Street. They 
didn't have bus money to get back 


to the south side, just a little 
pocket change. 

“When we got out of the van, 
Phyllis just dropped her pants 
and mooned the cops - she peed 
right there," said Diane. She said 
they had just enough money to 
pool together to by a six-pack, 
and they sat right there beside 
the liquor store and drank it. The 
police didn't care -they just took 
off. 

But soon another police car 
drove up, and, after hearing what 
happened, they let the group 
drink there while they waited for 
a paddy wagon to take them 
downtown. 

"They were laughing and jok- 
ing, and nice about it," Wood 
said. "They were cool about: it. 
There are some good cops.” 


By Linda Dumont 


May 20, a group of southside 
homeless people were rounded up 


by the Edmonton Police Service 
(EPS) and retained in the police 


van 'sweatbox' for several hours 
before being dumped at the north 
end of the city. While they were 
stranded there, other EPS consta- 
bles helped them out and drove 
them to the George Spady Centre 
downtown. 

"At about 5:30 p.m. the police 
picked up me and Diane and then 
they drove around and picked up 
Tom, then they drove around and 
picked up Phyllis and Victor, and 
they kept driving around looking 
for other people to pick up," said 





Diane, Victor and Phyllis 


Chris Robeliard, who is one of the 
homeless residents of the Whyte 


Avenue. area. 
"They drove to the north, side 


and picked up Audry and Jimmy. 
It was really hot, we were all 
sweating, and I had to use the 
bathroom but they didn't care. I 
took off my jacket" 

Diane Wood said there were 
nine people crowded in the back 
of the police van, which seats six, 
by the time the police were fin- 
ished with the roundup of south- 
side homeless people. 

"We were picked up on Whyte 
Avenue just because we're Native, 
the regulars. You don't even have 





McCauley Cleans Up 


A cavalcade of vehicles bring unwanted junk to large dumpsters 
behind McCauley Apartments June 4th. Volunteers picked up 
articles throughout the neighbourhood for the cleanup, which 
was sponsored by Edmonton City Centre Church Corporation and 
McCauley Apartment. 


Grass Roots Inquiry looks at Homelessness 


A Relationships committee, part of a 
grass roots inquiry into homelessness in 
Strathcona, noted that homeless people were 
frequently referred to as a group, yet the 
needs and barriers are individual. The com- 
mittee resolved that finding solutions to 
homelessness should begin with knowing 
who the individuals are. The following are 
the stories of three: 

k** 

#1 Paul's case 

Paul was born in Inuvik to an Indigenous 
family. As with so many Indigenous children, 
he was sent away to a Residential School. 
Concerning such schools, statistics show 
that 75% of the girls and 50% of the boys 
were sexually abused; 20% of the children 
did not survive the variety of neglect and 
abuse that they were subject to. 

Paul was one of the resilient students 
and managed to complete grade twelve. Upon 
graduation he joined the Canadian military. 
His duties included active combat in coun- 


the 
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tries such as Serbia and most recently, 
Afghanistan. 

As a way to sustain the alert mental 
state critical to combat duty, drugs and alco- 
hol were made readily available. "You can get 
anything you want, uppers, downers... beer's 
only thirty cents," Paul grins. 

When Paul retired from the military serv- 
ice as a twenty-year veteran and an alco- 
holic, he, along with thirty others, filed a 
class action suit against the priests who 
abused them. They won their case and now 
Paul waits for financial retribution. 
Meanwhile, he's homeless. 

When asked if he feels anger or resent- 
ment, he simply laughs. "Between the 
Residential School, the military, spirituality 
and my stubborn nature, I learned not to let 
little things like rain.and the cold bother me. 
I just need a cigarette and a beer in my hand 
and I'm just fine." 


#2 Dave's way 

As a child, Dave was bounced around 
between the homes of his parents’, his 
uncle's and a foster family, the Kelly's. 
Though loved by his parents, their impover- 
ished lifestyle revolved around drugs and 
petty theft. Life was similar at his uncle's. 
On the other hand, the Kelly's were always 
gainfully employed and provided structured 
security and loving support. : 

Dave synthesized the two opposing envi- 
ronments of his youth, choosing as role __ 
models those who mastered the craft of theft 
and drug dealing, who functioned within a 
structured environment. He came to feel at 
home in highly structured, trade orientated — 
jails populated by a community of drug deal- 
ers and thieves. Laie 

"I want to get off the street andintoa 
house," he says, "but you can't afford to get — 
a place without a job and you can't get a job 
if you have no place to clean yourself. BY a) 
Welfare only gives you about $400 a month ~ 








Coriena and Clifton 


Hope Mission Remains Open 
After Government Funding Ends 


The Hope Mission warming center contin- 
ues to provide shelter for homeless people on 
a day to day basis since funding from the 
Edmonton Housing Trust Fund ended April 
30th, 2005. They average about 120 people a 
night in the warming centre area and about 
70 in the basement level detox area. _ — 

mm "we're just 7 ‘on a day t 
basis. Originally we were to be open as a 
warming centre during the cold months from 
November to April, but we found that we still 
have about 120 people a night coming in," 
said Bruce Reith, director of Hope Mission. 
"We talked to the Alberta government about 
the need - it is greater than we expected." 

To date they are just "limping along" 
waiting to hear back from the government 
and paying for the cost through donations. 

Four young adults, Coriena, Clifton, 
Kay and Shea, have been staying at the Hope 
Mission warming centre while looking for a 
place where they can share rent. They are 
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and you can't get a place for that, unless you 
find a roommate. Even then, you're back on 
the streets the first time your roommate 
doesn't pay his (her) half of the rent and that 
happens almost right away." 

_ Dave sometimes feels resentful about the 
life that he "threw away", but is seeking ways 
secure a structured life for himself and 

bier homeless people. Recently he was a 
table member of the Relationship committee 
he voiced his concerns. 













'3 Albert's transition 

albert was raised by a mother of little tol- 
Ibert's brother, who was born to be 

size of an average man and who had 
vous bladder, was sent away to foster 


the streets to escape his 
e beatings. 


pleased with the shelter and the fact that as 
couples they can stay together in the same 
room. 

"We've searched all over Edmonton for a 
place where couples can go. We sleep head to 
head at prope Mission - you can't sleep side 
by side," said Kay. "Most of us want to be 
“where it's warm. Hope Mission is the best 
place I've been in. It's clean and the staff is 
really good." 

Shea has started work. "I have a job 
with the Mustard Seed. They're fixing up the 
house next door to the church." Kay and 
Clifton are looking for work. Coriena is not 
able to work because she is recovering from 
an accident. 

The four eat lunch at the Marian 
Centre, supper at The Mustard Seed, and 
breakfast at The Rock at St. Peter's Lutheran 
Church. One of the four always has to watch 
their cart while the others eat. 

By Linda Dumont 


His siblings experienced similar neglect. 
Survival determined that they learn to fend 
for themselves at an early age. Of the seven 
children born to the family, four live on the 
streets. Panhandling became the family 
trade. 

At forty-five years old, Albert determined 
a change of life and kicked his substance 
abuse habit which helped him sleep outside 
at night. 

He now lives in a home with three others, 
reclaimed his driver's license and is planning 
to start school in the fall. 

Meanwhile, he seeks part-time employ- 
ment and is gaining recognition as a neigh- 
borhood handy-man. He does yard clean up, 
vehicle maintenance and is a competent 
driver. 

"I finally got off the street when I found a 
place that let me pay rent by the day for the 
first month and the damage deposit over 
time. 

Albert still maintains relations with his 
homeless friends and helps them out finan- 


Pedro's 
News and 
Views 


Pedro Shultz 


Pedro has been a street pastor working in the 
inner city for fifteen years. 


The second pastors’ prayer breakfast 
was held at Mill Woods Golf Course on 
Tuesday, June 2. About 100 pastors from a 
wide variety of churches attended. The 
prayer breakfast was organized by In His 
Service (HS) ministries. This is one of a 
number of the events that iHS sponsors. 
The purpose of the prayer meeting was for 
pastors to network with leaders from other 
local congregations and to unite in prayer. 

Brother Bob from Evangel Pentecostal 
Assembly challenged pastors to lay down 
their prejudices against fellow pastors of 
other. doctrinal persuasipnes — a time of 
united prayer. 

After a testimony about a miracle 
brought about through persistent prayer 
on an Indian reserve, a representative of In 
Touch ministries gave a brief inspirational 
message on the value and necessity for 
prayer. Those around each table prayed for 
each of the churches represented and the 
prayer fellowship that will be happening at 
those churches throughout the month of 
June as indicated by a prayer calendar, 
which was handed out. 

The next prayer breakfast will in the 
fall. Pastors of all faiths are welcome to 
participate. 





cially when he can. 

"You have to want to change. But for 
good or bad, change has to go slow or it 
makes you sick and it won't stick," he cau- 
tions. 

**k* 

These profiles suggest that personal 
problems all too often begin as societal prob- 
lems. In order to address the problem of 
homelessness, we must acknowledge the role 
that society, and individuals alike play in 
sustaining it. We must also consider that 
homelessness is not always a choice, but a 
resolve 

Relationship building is critical to 
reclaiming the homeless members of society 
who exist within the fringes. After all, we can 
not expect anyone to want to rejoin a society 
that blatantly rejects, rather than encour- 
ages membership. 

By Gail Kelly 
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Riding the Bus: 
Do AISH 


Recipients Get 
Another Break? 


A voice for the voiceless. 


There has been no official announcement 
yet, but on April 5, 2005, the Transportation 
and Public Works Committee voted to con- 
tinue the subsidized bus pass program for 
AISH recipients for the 2005-2006 fiscal 
year. The committee recommended to City 
Council that a 2005 appropriation of up to 
$2 million be approved from the Financial 
Stabilization Reserve for continuation of the 
program. This would mean that AISH recipi- 
ents would be given the opportunity to pur- 
chase subsidized bus passes again. 

The report on last year's project stated 
that 64% of those using the subsidized pass- 
es travelled on ETS more than in the past. 
About 10% of those who had purchased 





DATS passes in the past chose to use acces- 
sible ETS and Light Rail Transit so that they 
could take advantage of the passes. Nine out 
of ten participants said that the program 
was very important to them, and 98% of 
those who participated were satisfied or very 
satisfied with the program. Recipients pre- 
ferred to receive their passes monthly 
instead of every three months, as they did in 
the pilot year, but they approved of having 
their passes mailed out rather than having 
to pick them up. 

City Council has approved $400,000 in 
the 2005 Transit budget for the coming 
year's program. Approximately 1,500 addi- 
tional AISH recipients have shown interest in 
participating in the program. To sustain the 
program using the model implemented in 
partnership with the Province for all AISH 
recipients is estimated to require an addi- 
tional $239,000 annually plus growth in 
future years. The $2 million approved by 
City Council would fund this program for 
about eight years if the City does not con- 
tribute to the administration of the program. 


Other modifications to AISH 


The financial benefit increase has been 
the most publicized part of the changes to 
AISH, but there are other services being 
added that will make recipients’ lives better. 
Starting in July, those who make eligibility 
decisions and deal with appeals will be guid- 
ed by outside experts. The hope is that those 
who make the decisions will understand 
more fully the implications of health condi- 
tions and disabilities and make better deci- 
sions about who is eligible for AISH benefits. 

Another improvement being imple- 
mented in July is that recipients may now 
meet with their AISH worker in person. He or 
she can make sure persons receiving bene- 
fits have the supports and services they 
need. He or she can also suggest other pro- 
grams and resources that might be benefi- 
cial. 

Other modifications to the way the 
AISH program is administered are coming 
soon. Watch for further reports as the 
months pass. 


By Lana Phillips 





A life of Survival on the Street 





Brenda Redstar, 45, has been surviving 
on the streets of the inner city most of her 
adult life. To survive, she uses the programs 
from an extensive support network of agen- 
cies andchurches. She eats at the Marian 
Centre, The Mustard Seed, the Bissell Centre 
and the free breakfast program at St. Peter's 
Lutheran Church. For clothing, she goes to 
the Bissell Centre or the Marion Centre. She 
can shower at the Bissell Centre, the George 
Spady Centre (if they are not too full) or the 
Boyle McCauley Health Unit. 

Even when she is sleeping outside at 
night, the staff in the Hope Mission 
Mandown van comes around to check on 
her, and drop off a bag lunch. When she 
returns, the lunch is waiting for her. 

Brenda came to Edmonton from the 
White Bear Reserve in Saskatchewan when 
she was 14 years old, to live with her broth- 
ers. By the time she was 15, she had quit 
school and started drinking. Drinking led to 
homelessness, and while she has occasional- 
ly had short term housing, each time she 
wound up back on the street. She doesn't 
even want to apply for welfare because there 
are just too many barriers - she lost her I.D. 
when the friend who was keeping it passed 
away. Finding an affordable apartment is 
very difficult for her. 

About ten years ago Brenda met Monty, 
who was also homeless, and the two made 
themselves a home in a derelict house on 96 
th Street known as "the green house" 
because of its brightly painted exterior. They 
had to move when the green house was 
destroyed by fire after a group of homeless 
solvent-sniffers moved in. 

Their next home was a small house 
behind the Mount Royal Hotel. There, they 
fixed up a bedroom, and even shared this 
humble dwelling with others in need. Brenda 


took in her street son when he was sick, and 
cared for him. She also worked part time 
cleaning for the manager of the hotel, while 
Monty went dumpster diving, finding food, 
bottles and other useful items to sell or to 
use. Sometimes he found canned goods still 
intact or other sealed food items thrown out 
when a tenant moved. In one forage, he 
found a beautiful silver plated candle-holder 
that he donated to the mission "for the serv- 
ICES 

One afternoon, Brenda and Monty were 
awakened to the sound of heavy machinery. 
They fled their house just before the wreck- 
er's ball descended splintering the building. 

Living on the street, eating makeshift 
meals, and exposure to all types of weather 
took its toll. Brenda contracted tuberculosis 
and had to be hospitalized for a month. 
While she was in the hospital, social workers 
helped the couple to find an apartment. 
Finally, for more than a year, they had a 
"real home". Brenda was very proud of her 
home, collecting bedding and housewares 
from the different inner city agencies. But 
Monty didn't take well to indoor living. He 
still spent hours wandering the street, even 
at night. Then in December 2001, Monty 
came home complaining of a sore side. He 
had been sent to the hospital, but left 
because he wanted a drink. What Brenda 
didn't realize was that he had been stabbed 
while he was out. Monty died from his 
injuries a week later, and the man who 
stabbed him was charged with murder. 

Brenda started drinking very heavily after 
Monty's death. "I just went crazy and ripped 
the walls apart," she said. "Plus, I knew I 
couldn't afford the rent without him." Back 
on the street, alone since then, Brenda lives 
outside since most of the derelict houses 
have been torn down or renovated. She seeks 
shelter only when the temperature drops too 
low. 

She said, "I have a little hiding spot to 
sleep in until the weather gets too cold. I've 
been going to the warming center (at the Fire 
Station) this last week. It's better than the 
Women's Emergency Relief Centre, because 
there I had to sit up at the table all night 
because they were too full." 

Brenda panhandles, and picks bottles 
when she can find a partner to help get into 
the garbage bins. When she has the money 
she buys a bottle of beer, which she and her 
friends drink outside, passing the bottle from 
mouth to mouth until it's empty. "The best 
times are when I am drinking with my 


PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


Decriminalize Marijuana? 

The federal Liberal government wants to decriminalize 
the possession of fifteen grams or less of marijuana, 
with fines of less than $100, rather than criminal code 
records for younger people. Fifteen grams will make 
up to thirty marijuana cigarettes (“joints”), which can 
sell for $10 to $20 each and, if shared, are sufficient to 
impair up to 100 people. Former Health Minister Anne 
McLellan said decriminalization is a good thing, though 
she also says that this doesn’t mean that marijuana is 
good for your health. In fact, she just didn’t know. 
Health Canada is still conducting tests to determine 
whether marijuana has any medicinal benefits. Unlike 
alcohol, where levels of alcohol are tightly controlled, 
the intoxicating ingredients of marijuana are practical- 
ly unquantifiable, effects. vary in intensity from person 
to person and products vary in strength from region to 
region of growth. 


Now the Liberal Party youth wing wants to even fully 
legalize marijuana. They must think that it’s their 
“Charter” right to do drugs. Pretty scary! 


The issues of decriminalization of marijuana are quite 
complex enough. The further step of legalization 
should never be considered as marijuana and its deriv- 
atives, hash and hash oil, are dangerous gateway 
drugs. Marijuana should not even ever be considered 
to be decriminalized until: 


(1) We have the results of a comprehensive study of 
the health and mobility effects of marijuana consump- 
tion; 


2) Reliable roadside testing mechanisms are avail- 
able; 


(3) All of the provinces indicate that they are ready for 
the legislation, and are prepared to deal with marijua- 
na on theirroads; 


(4) The decriminalized possession limit is three grams, 
not thirty; 


(5) Penalties for marijuana possession in excess of the 
de-criminalized limit are the same for everyone, and 
are at alevel to truly deter possession and usage. 


What is your view? Should marijuana ever be decrim- 
inalized? 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 


friends. Usually, we hang out outside sharing 
a bottle, and joking around," she said. 





By Linda Dumont 
Brenda Redstar (excerpt from Edmonton 
A City Called Home website, written 2004 
Brenda passed away in May, 2005.) 
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Edmonton City 
Centre Church 


Corporation 
Under New 
Leadership 


Allan Sheppard 


Allan Sheppard is a freelance writer and editor, 
and a volunteer writer for Edmonton Street News. 
As a pensioner, he finds himself from time to time 
on the edge of poverty and homelessness. As a 
self-appointed community elder, he thinks and 
worries about the needs of children, youth, par- 
ents and others who face lives of poverty and 
inadequate education in the midst of unprece- 
dented wealth. 


One of the most innovative social agencies 
serving Edmonton's downtown area has a new 
leader. Michael Farris has succeeded Martin 
Garber-Conrad as executive director of the 
Edmonton City Centre Church Corporation 
(ECCCC or E4C). Garber-Conrad has moved on 
to become executive director at the Edmonton 
Community Foundation after 18 years at 
ECCCC. 

E4C was set up in 1970 as an interdenomi- 
national joint venture among 6 Roman Catholic 
and Protestant churches serving downtown 
parishes. Their goal was to provide more and 
more effective community services as a group 
than they could individually. They made enough 


Letter to Ralph 


The author of this letter to Premier Ralph Klein 
likes to share his views with the honourable 
ladies and gentlemen of the Alberta Cabinet. 
This is one of his correspondences. Watch for 
further samples in future issues of ESN : 


D ear Ralph, 


+ =s-L-feel-sad to think this is probably the last 
time I'll get to write you as my Premier. In a 
world of packaged cookie cutter politicians 
designed by the back room boys to appeal to 
voters and kept bland enough to offend no 
one, you have been a breath of - well, a 
breath of some kind of air. 

Right through these parting days you are 
holding to your wonderful "Screw you" atti- 
tude. No fancy speeches and flowery parting 
messages, you just slip off to the golf course, 
take a few days of "personal time" no matter 
what's going on with little things like the 
provincial budget, no explanations and no 
apologies. Why should the pursuit of your 
own appetites and pleasures be restrained or 
denied because you happen to be the pre- 
mier? What point would there be to sit in 
the boring Legislative Assembly listening to 
opposition MLAs earnestly go on about all 
their pie-in-the-sky ideas that have no 
resemblance to the real world, when you can 
be enjoying yourself? 

Sure the media will yap on about you 
wandering off like this instead of giving them 
a dramatic parting speech and a chance to 
harass you with a bunch of rude questions. 
But this way of leaving reminds me of that 
wonderful moment back in your Minister of 
the Environment days when you gave the 
ecofanatics your middle finger. I can imagine 
you lounging in your hot tub (just be careful 
not to slip when you're getting out-- don't 
want any injuries that will keep you off the 
fairways!) humming "I've done it my way." 

Ralph, you are such a master of that 
mean kid on the block style. You shove your 
rudeness right in everyone's face and says 
"Whatcha going to do about it, hey?" You 
haven't worried before about deciding to 
spend an evening at a casino instead of at 
some dull discussion with the other premiers 
about some little thing like national health 
care, or heading off to some corporate pal's 
private fishing lodge instead of sitting around 
discussing new directions for the province in 
changing times. Why do anything differently 
now? 

So I hope you have a great summer tak- 
ing in centennial parties in every corner of 
the province and then just open that starting 





of an impact under Garber-Conrad's leadership 
for Garber-Conrad to be chosen by the 
Edmonton Journal as one of 100 outstanding 
Edmontonians during the city's first century. 
Michael Farris brings his own strong 





Michael Farris 


gate and let the hounds in your caucus that 
want your office next start biting at each 
other while you put your feet up, watch an 
episode or two of The Bachelor, and crack a 
bottle of good red wine. 

So what are the political scientists going 
to say about your years as premier? They'll 
write libraries about policy and economics 
and philosophy and all. But they'll miss the 
real story, won't they? You're the master of | 
the blank slate. When the people want to — 
hear "Fight the deficit" you can say it like you 
believe it. When they want to hear "More 
money for education" you can say that like 
you believe it. Things would never have 
worked so well if you actually believed in 
some underlying principles about how people 
live together in society, if you actually cared 
about something other than your own com- 
fort and a good time. 

I love the way you've pulled things off 
Ralph. You've spoken and acted with con- 
tempt towards nearly every identifiable group 
of people in this province over the years, 
insulted and humiliated poor people, old peo- 
ple, people with disabilities, ill people, people 
who care about the environment, people who 
teach children, and on and on. And yet 
you've floated through it all with everyone 
saying what a real person you are, how 
refreshing it is to have a premier who's just 
one of the guys. Yes sir, that's a hoot, that 
you've let the ordinary guy image be promot- 
ed to keep you in power all these years, and 
now you can walk away and spend the rest 
of your life taking it easy with a pension big- 
ger than the whole income of a block of ordi- 
nary folks from some neighbourhoods in 
town. 

I admire, too, how you've learned how to 
move from letting the people with the smarts 
use you, as happened when you got negotiat- 
ed through the maze to the premier's office 
by people who thought you'd obediently be 
their puppy once you were there, to using 
people with smarts to save your ass from 
total disaster once you got there, because 
they were smart enough to know they needed 
you if their own power and comfort was not 
going to be lost. 

But the real reason we love you Ralph is 
that most of us are not very far away from 
the days we were all ten year old kids stand- 
ing in front of mom in the kitchen, caught 
having screwed up about something and get- 
ting a bawling out. We always tried to tough 
it out, to fight back, and hated it when she 
won. I've seen it in your eyes so many times. 
You bluster and blow and stomp about and 
cuss, but if we looked just a bit closer, there 
it is-behind it all, the sheer panic of knowing 





resumé to E4C. He has extensive experience in 
the not-for-profit sector, having served as exec- 
utive director the Youth Emergency Shelter and 
Terra Association. He set up or developed 
award-winning, projects for the United Way, 
such as the In-Kind Centre, Coats for Kids, and 
Tools for Schools. Farris also served as ECCC's 
interim executive director when Garber-Conrad 
took a sabbatical leave in 1997. 

For information about E4C and its programs 
- including Kids in the Hall Bistro, the Nutrition 
Snack Program, Edmonton's School Lunch 
Program, Early Head Start, Clareview Head 
Start, ArtStart, the Women's Emergency 
Accommodation Centre, Crossroads, the 
Women's Reintegration Chaplaincy, and several 
emergency and supported housing projects - 
visit their web site at ecccc.org. 

All but one of ECCCC's programs operate in 
or near the Boyle-McAuley area in the east end 
of downtown Edmonton. 


MIKE NICKEL 
COUNCILLOR 


2nd FLOOR, CITY HALL 
1 SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE 


EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
CANADA T5J 2R7 


PHONE: (780) 496-8132 

FAX: {780} 496-8113 

Email: mike.nickel@edmonton.ca 
Website: www.edmonton.ca 


you don't know, of realizing you're in way 
over your head, and if anyone realizes how 
inadequate you are, you'll be sunk. So you 
do the same thing we all did as kids and try 
to distract with your noise and fury and hope 
to escape the consequences of your failings. 
We love you Ralph, because usually when we 
tried that it didn't work, even with mom in 
the kitchen. And here you are, the premier of 
the whole province, and-you've_ managed to _ 
pull it off. oe Tae a eteter 

If anyone thought substance mattered in 
the public arena and counted for more than 
smoke and mirrors, you've left us with a 
spectacular example of how wrong we are. 
It's all about the art of the bluff and I'm glad 
I've lived long enough to see that demonstrat- 
ed so clearly. 

So, will you be making it all official in 
October, November....? I'm betting a leader- 
ship race will be the big story in Alberta this 
fall sometime. Not that it will matter to you. 
So, cheers, Ralph, cheers. 

Your admirer, 

Ted White 


Sacred Heart 
CHURCH OF THE FIRST PEOPLES 


Rey. James L. Holland, OMI 
10821 - 96 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta TSH 238 
Phone: 422-3052 


Fax: 423-0176 
e-mail: jlhomi@sacredpeoples.zzn.com 
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Touched by Joy 


By Christine Norgaard 


Joy springs into the full heart 
Pouncing cat-like, with throat catching 
wonder, 
», To bring a moment's wide-eyed pause 

To an already full, rich life, 

a | But joy is evicted when anger rules 

;Quenched by thoughts of revenge, 

| Violence, and coldness. 

= And sometimes 

i Joy steals into the heart, choked by 








hriveled by rejection and pain, 

ith fingers of light that spread and 
= embed 

In that parched wasteland 
Bringing refreshment and hope 
To water the dry well of despair. 

















The Shepherd's Inn 


While walking down the 96th street, 
~I meet a neighbour of the Shepherd Inn, 
© Which burned down on Sunday, June 6, 
| And this person who came from Viet Nam, 
rd Stated that he believed, the reason why 
§ All the tenants in the Shepherd's Inn, 
Were rescued 
=) Was because of the beautiful portrait 
= On the front the building 
z Of Jesus the good shepherd taking care of 
' His sheep. 
Therefore, this Viet Namese person, 
"> Stated that the Lord had blessed this Inn, 











= Because all fifteen tenants in this Inn, 
©) Were rescued from this fire, on Sunday, 
Praise the Lord! 


Norma Harms, ---- June 9, 2005 


= Just by His picture being on front this Inn. 


Tale of the Street 


ttn Mathes alh tae aa 
‘ abies way 





* By Glen Dumont 


Talk loud 


Pain and sorrow 
It will always be here tomorrow. 


Walk proud. 


é ” Standing alone 
7 © All alone. 


' In the twilight 
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on the street? 
Get a years subscription for$30. = 8 
Send your cheque or money orderto: == —s— 
Linda Dumont 
Edmonton Street News 
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Province 


email 


oe | Shimmering bright. 


~) Doom and gloom 

Like whirlwinds of destruction 
4 Scattering the dust 

ms Of scattering winds. 

= But turning 

_ Turning in sparkling sunshine 
») Walk with me 

» I'll tell you a tale of the street. 


» The sign is coming 

It's mine! 

No more sorrow - 

It will be here tomorrow 


Redemption, atonement, salvation 
It will be here tomorrow- 

A child of God. 

God loves me. 

Butterfly to freedom fly! 2 

m Fly away. i 












iaraedtetcty after the 
wedding, Bridget had to be 
locked up again while the 
of the wedding party went 
a reception at “Pe dro's 
the inner city. His street 
parish had prepared a deli- 
cious meal including three 
types of salad, bannock, 
(o) au (od -<osoms ot-tosl ole basics 
etables and baked potatoes 
followed by strawberry ripple 
ice cream. 

Bridget has about ten 
more week to serve in her 
sentence. She has requested 


its are Bris th some Cir- 


srother's place or ae 
: way phone calls on his 
Pedro's phone 


g the call from the jail ® 


Federer calls to cell 
‘é permitted. 
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an overnight honeymoon visit | 
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